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Where the Health Care Money is Spent 

 

Who are the Uninsured? 

 47 million Total 

 14 million eligible for existing programs (Medicare, Medicaid, VA, SCHIP) 

 9.7 million non-citizens 

 9.1 million (household incomes > $75,000.00 but do not purchase) 

 3 to 5 million between jobs 

--------------------------------- 

 10 million (chronically uninsured) 
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The Senate Republicans' chart depicts the degree of this deception. (Nov. 2009) 
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What Groups Can be Squeezed for Savings? 

 Hospitals and Nursing Homes 

 Physicians, Dentists, and other Providers 

 Drug Companies 

 Insurance Companies 

Trial Lawyers 
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Lobbyist Spending: Top Spenders: 1998 – 2009 (Opensecrets.org) 

Lobbying Client Total 

US Chamber of Commerce $536,161,380 

American Medical Assn  $220,832,500 

General Electric $193,079,000 

AARP $175,702,064 

American Hospital Assn $169,753,951 

Pharmaceutical Rsrch & Mfrs of America $167,623,920 

AT&T Inc $149,295,316 

Northrop Grumman $142,565,253 

Exxon Mobil $138,466,942 

National Assn of Realtors $138,417,380 

Business Roundtable $134,030,000 

Edison Electric Institute $133,995,999 

Blue Cross/Blue Shield $133,649,577 

Verizon Communications $130,793,908 

Lockheed Martin $122,200,423 

Boeing Co $121,528,310 

General Motors  $107,691,483 

Southern Co $101,493,194 

Freddie Mac $96,194,048 

Altria Group $93,650,000 

http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=US+Chamber+of+Commerce&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=American+Medical+Assn&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=General+Electric&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=AARP&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=American+Hospital+Assn&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Pharmaceutical+Rsrch+%26+Mfrs+of+America&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=AT%26T+Inc&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Northrop+Grumman&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Exxon+Mobil&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=National+Assn+of+Realtors&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Business+Roundtable&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Edison+Electric+Institute&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Blue+Cross%2FBlue+Shield&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Verizon+Communications&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Lockheed+Martin&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Boeing+Co&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=General+Motors&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Southern+Co&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Freddie+Mac&year=2008�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Altria+Group&year=2009�
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Lobbyist Spending: Top Spenders:  2009 (Opensecrets.org) 

Lobbying Client Total 

US Chamber of Commerce $73,899,200 

Exxon Mobil $27,430,000 

Pharmaceutical Rsrch & Mfrs of America $26,150,520 

General Electric $21,470,000 

AARP $21,010,000 

American Medical Assn  $20,830,000 

Chevron Corp $20,815,000 

Blue Cross/Blue Shield $20,067,939 

Pfizer Inc $19,669,268 

National Assn of Realtors $19,477,000 

Verizon Communications $17,820,000 

FedEx Corp $17,000,000 

Boeing Co $16,850,000 

National Cable & Telecommunications Assn $15,980,000 

Northrop Grumman $15,180,000 

Lockheed Martin $13,533,782 

Business Roundtable $13,410,000 

ConocoPhillips $13,382,079 

American Hospital Assn  $13,230,696 

http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=US+Chamber+of+Commerce&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Exxon+Mobil&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Pharmaceutical+Rsrch+%26+Mfrs+of+America&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=General+Electric&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=AARP&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=American+Medical+Assn&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Chevron+Corp&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Blue+Cross%2FBlue+Shield&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Pfizer+Inc&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=National+Assn+of+Realtors&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Verizon+Communications&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=FedEx+Corp&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Boeing+Co&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=National+Cable+%26+Telecommunications+Assn&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Northrop+Grumman&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Lockheed+Martin&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Business+Roundtable&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=ConocoPhillips&year=2009�
http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=American+Hospital+Assn&year=2009�
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Lobbying Client Total 

Altria Group $12,770,000 

http://www.opensecrets.org/lobby/clientsum.php?lname=Altria+Group&year=2009�


14 

 

Top 20 PAC Contributors to Candidates, 2009-2010  

PAC Name Total Amount Dem Pct Repub Pct 

Operating Engineers Union $2,015,050 88% 12% 

AT&T Inc $1,667,025 50% 50% 

Intl Brotherhood of Electrical Workers $1,605,900 99% 2% 

Honeywell International $1,399,300 61% 39% 

National Beer Wholesalers Assn $1,381,500 59% 41% 

American Assn for Justice $1,292,000 96% 4% 

National Community Pharmacists Assn $1,240,750 65% 35% 

American Bankers Assn $1,234,750 45% 55% 

Laborers Union $1,063,500 95% 5% 

Lockheed Martin $1,046,700 59% 41% 

Boeing Co $1,027,500 62% 38% 

American Fedn of St/Cnty/Munic Employees $991,500 99% 0% 

Machinists/Aerospace Workers Union $991,000 99% 1% 

American Crystal Sugar $952,000 70% 30% 

Carpenters & Joiners Union $915,500 88% 12% 

United Parcel Service $908,156 46% 53% 

National Air Traffic Controllers Assn $903,000 80% 20% 

Credit Union National Assn $888,696 59% 41% 

Teamsters Union $882,050 98% 2% 

http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=Operating+Engineers+Union�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=AT%26T+Inc�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=Intl+Brotherhood+of+Electrical+Workers�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=Honeywell+International�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=National+Beer+Wholesalers+Assn�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=American+Assn+for+Justice�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=National+Community+Pharmacists+Assn�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=American+Bankers+Assn�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=Laborers+Union�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=Lockheed+Martin�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=Boeing+Co�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=American+Fedn+of+St%2FCnty%2FMunic+Employees�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=Machinists%2FAerospace+Workers+Union�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=American+Crystal+Sugar�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=Carpenters+%26+Joiners+Union�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=United+Parcel+Service�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=National+Air+Traffic+Controllers+Assn�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=Credit+Union+National+Assn�
http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=Teamsters+Union�
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Plumbers/Pipefitters Union $862,575 94% 6% 

Heavy Hitters 

Top All-Time Donors, 1989-2010 
 

LEGEND:  Republican   Democrat   On the fence 

 
 
 

 

= Between 40% and 59% to both parties 
= Leans Dem/Repub (60%-69%) 
= Strongly Dem/Repub (70%-89%) 
= Solidly Dem/Repub (over 90%)  

Rank Organization Total '89-'09 Dem % Repub % Tilt 

1 AT&T Inc $44,214,960 44% 55% 
 

2 American Fedn of State, County & Municipal Employees $41,941,811 98% 1%     

3 National Assn of Realtors $35,595,518 48% 51% 
 

4 Goldman Sachs $31,437,825 64% 35% 
 

5 American Assn for Justice $31,424,029 90% 9%     

6 Intl Brotherhood of Electrical Workers $31,407,507 97% 2%     

7 National Education Assn $30,097,067 92% 6%     

8 Laborers Union $28,978,400 92% 7%     

9 Service Employees International Union $27,933,232 95% 3%     

10 Carpenters & Joiners Union $27,767,683 89% 10%    

11 Teamsters Union $27,728,124 92% 6%     

12 Citigroup Inc $27,101,058 50% 49% 
 

http://www.opensecrets.org/pacs/ultlookup.php?txt=Plumbers%2FPipefitters+Union�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000076�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000061�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000062�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000085�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000065�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000069�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000064�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000074�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000077�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000073�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000066�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000071�
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Rank Organization Total '89-'09 Dem % Repub % Tilt 

13 Communications Workers of America $27,025,396 99% 0%     

14 American Federation of Teachers $26,282,491 98% 0%     

15 American Medical Assn $26,282,446 39% 60% 
 

16 United Auto Workers $25,774,502 98% 0%     

17 Machinists & Aerospace Workers Union $25,105,777 98% 0%     

18 National Auto Dealers Assn $24,344,808 32% 67% 
 

19 United Parcel Service $24,183,691 36% 63% 
 

20 United Food & Commercial Workers Union $24,123,333 98% 1%     

21 American Bankers Assn $22,414,966 41% 58% 
 

22 National Assn of Home Builders $21,864,655 36% 63% 
 

23 EMILY's List $21,239,168 99% 0%     

24 National Beer Wholesalers Assn $21,038,345 32% 67% 
 

25 Time Warner $20,041,510 71% 27%    

26 Microsoft Corp $19,980,556 53% 46% 
 

27 JPMorgan Chase & Co $19,886,970 51% 48% 
 

28 National Assn of Letter Carriers $19,404,534 88% 11%    

29 Verizon Communications $18,609,602 40% 58% 
 

30 Morgan Stanley $18,535,079 46% 53% 
 

31 Lockheed Martin $18,365,247 42% 56% 
 

32 AFL-CIO $18,168,572 95% 4%     

http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000075�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000083�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000068�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000070�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000078�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000080�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000081�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000072�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000087�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000086�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000113�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000101�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000094�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000115�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000103�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000084�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000079�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000106�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000104�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000088�
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Rank Organization Total '89-'09 Dem % Repub % Tilt 

33 FedEx Corp $17,985,166 40% 59% 
 

34 General Electric $17,938,619 51% 48% 
 

35 National Rifle Assn $17,303,096 17% 82%    

36 Credit Union National Assn $17,264,864 48% 51% 
 

37 Bank of America $17,061,688 47% 52% 
 

38 Ernst & Young $17,057,236 44% 55% 
 

39 Sheet Metal Workers Union $17,027,913 97% 2%     

40 Pfizer Inc $16,536,082 30% 69% 
 

41 American Dental Assn $16,497,704 46% 53% 
 

42 American Hospital Assn $16,489,780 53% 46% 
 

43 Operating Engineers Union $16,344,300 85% 14%    

44 Plumbers & Pipefitters Union $16,329,611 94% 5%     

45 Blue Cross/Blue Shield $16,246,818 40% 59% 
 

46 International Assn of Fire Fighters $15,959,643 82% 17%    

47 Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu $15,949,770 35% 64% 
 

48 Air Line Pilots Assn $15,698,527 84% 15%    

49 PricewaterhouseCoopers $15,464,093 36% 62% 
 

50 Natl Assn/Insurance & Financial Advisors $15,071,355 42% 56% 
 

51 AFLAC Inc $14,855,519 44% 55% 
 

52 Merrill Lynch $14,334,930 37% 61% 
 

53 Union Pacific Corp $14,288,198 24% 75%    

http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000089�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000125�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000082�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000136�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000090�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000098�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000097�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000138�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000105�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000116�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000139�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000120�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000109�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000135�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000131�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000117�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000124�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000096�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000126�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000108�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000118�
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Rank Organization Total '89-'09 Dem % Repub % Tilt 

54 Boeing Co $14,049,732 47% 52% 
 

55 United Transportation Union $13,636,195 88% 10%    

56 United Steelworkers $13,608,751 99% 0%     

57 Reynolds American $13,358,527 24% 75%    

58 Ironworkers Union $13,201,675 92% 7%     

59 BellSouth Corp $12,993,782 45% 54% 
 

60 American Institute of CPAs $12,900,912 42% 57% 
 

61 Credit Suisse Group $12,420,840 44% 54% 
 

62 American Postal Workers Union $12,004,473 95% 4%     

63 National Rural Electric Cooperative Assn $11,990,071 52% 47% 
 

64 General Dynamics $11,729,034 46% 52% 
 

65 American Financial Group $11,444,325 18% 81%    

66 GlaxoSmithKline $11,111,494 29% 70%    

67 Walt Disney Co $10,968,148 67% 32% 
 

68 Chevron $10,957,104 24% 75%    

69 Altria Group $10,933,451 39% 60% 
 

70 Exxon Mobil $10,663,973 14% 85%    

71 Natl Active & Retired Fed Employees Assn  $10,496,000 77% 22%    

72 MBNA Corp $10,059,006 17% 82%    

73 Human Rights Campaign $9,954,629 90% 9%     

http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000100�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000107�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000102�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000092�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000140�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000099�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000095�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000134�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000143�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000153�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000165�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000121�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000133�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000128�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000015�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000067�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000129�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000021771�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000114�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000158�
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Rank Organization Total '89-'09 Dem % Repub % Tilt 

74 UST Inc $9,938,811 21% 78%    

75 Freddie Mac $9,871,740 43% 56% 
 

76 AIG $9,772,662 50% 49% 
 

77 National Restaurant Assn $9,738,145 16% 83%    

78 Southern Co $9,716,044 31% 68% 
 

79 Prudential Financial $9,502,999 48% 51% 
 

80 MetLife Inc $9,502,692 55% 44% 
 

81 American Academy of Ophthalmology $9,383,538 52% 47% 
 

82 National Cmte to Preserve Social Security & Medicare $9,237,499 80% 19%    

83 Eli Lilly & Co $9,139,434 29% 70%    

84 CSX Corp $9,088,029 31% 68% 
 

85 Associated General Contractors $8,884,941 14% 85%    

86 American Maritime Officers $8,855,221 46% 53% 
 

87 Amway/Alticor Inc $8,823,801 0% 99%     

88 National Cmte for an Effective Congress $8,707,940 99% 0%     

89 General Motors $8,540,295 37% 62% 
 

90 Archer Daniels Midland $8,304,114 43% 56% 
 

91 Seafarers International Union $8,277,644 84% 14%    

92 American Airlines $8,153,035 47% 52% 
 

93 MCI Inc $8,093,472 46% 53% 
 

94 American Council of Life Insurers $7,665,504 37% 62% 
 

http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000122�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000163�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000123�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000150�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000168�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000141�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000172�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000154�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000142�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000166�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000148�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000197�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000159�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000111�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000146�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000155�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000132�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000145�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000021021�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000127�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000152�
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Rank Organization Total '89-'09 Dem % Repub % Tilt 

95 Marine Engineers Beneficial Assn $7,435,127 74% 25%    

96 Bristol-Myers Squibb $7,273,862 21% 77%    

97 Enron Corp $6,581,657 28% 71%    

98 Andersen $6,253,477 37% 62% 
 

99 BP $6,129,204 28% 70%    

100 Vivendi $4,508,740 66% 32% 
 

Based on data released by the FEC on January 10, 2010. 

Feel free to distribute or cite this material, but please credit the Center for Responsive Politics. 
For permission to reprint for commercial uses, such as textbooks, contact the Center 

http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000147�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000149�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000137�
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http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000091�
http://www.opensecrets.org/orgs/summary.php?id=D000000093�
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Possible Reforms (from Dr. Bala Ambati) 

 Tort Reform 

 Eliminate television and direct to consumer pharmaceutical marketing 

 Allow Cross-State (Interstate) Insurance 

 Encourage charity care (allow tax deduction pro bono work) 

 Much greater cost transparency – allow doctors to set their own fees and waive fees 

 

“Costs in the last six months of year of life consume the lion’s share of health 
care spending; should the bill for that be covered by the hospital, the insurance 
pool, the taxpayer, or (in my view) the patient & family?” 
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