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Graph Used by Congressional Budget Director Douglas Elmendorf in Testimony 
on 16 July 2009 before the Senate Budget Committee 
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Historical Debt Outstanding - Annual 2000 – 2009 

http://www.treasurydirect.gov/govt/reports/pd/histdebt/histdebt_histo5.htm 

Includes legal tender notes, gold and silver certificates, etc.  

The first fiscal year for the U.S. Government started Jan. 1, 1789. Congress changed the 
beginning of the fiscal year from Jan. 1 to Jul. 1 in 1842, and finally from Jul. 1 to Oct. 1 in 1977 
where it remains today. 

To find more historical information, visit The Public Debt Historical Information archives. 

Date Dollar Amount 

09/30/2009 11,909,829,003,511.75 

09/30/2008 10,024,724,896,912.49 

09/30/2007 9,007,653,372,262.48 

09/30/2006 8,506,973,899,215.23 

09/30/2005 7,932,709,661,723.50 

09/30/2004 7,379,052,696,330.32 

09/30/2003 6,783,231,062,743.62 

09/30/2002 6,228,235,965,597.16 

09/30/2001 5,807,463,412,200.06 

09/30/2000 5,674,178,209,886.8 
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       MONTHLY STATEMENT OF THE PUBLIC DEBT 
OF THE UNITED STATES 
DECEMBER 31, 2009 
 
TABLE I -- SUMMARY OF TREASURY SECURITIES OUTSTANDING, DECEMBER 31, 2009 
(Millions of dollars) 
                                              Amount Outstanding 
Title                                         Debt Held       Intragovernmental         Totals 
                                              By the Public      Holdings 
Marketable: 
  Bills.......................................  1,787,913         5,567                1,793,480 
  Notes.......................................  4,179,412         1,696                4,181,108 
  Bonds.......................................    714,672         3,259                  717,931 
  Treasury Inflation-Protected Securities....     567,851           205                  568,055 
  Federal Financing Bank     .... ......                0        11,921                   11,921 
Total Marketable   .....................        7,249,848        22,648                7,272,496 
Nonmarketable: 
  Domestic Series.......................           29,995             0                   29,995 
  Foreign Series........................            4,386             0                    4,386 
  R.E.A. Series.........................                1             0                        1 
  State and Local Government Series.....          214,138             0                  214,138 
  United States Savings Securities. ....          191,298             0                  191,298 
  Government Account Series.............          119,932     4,477,200                4,597,132 
  Hope Bonds   .........................                0           492                      492 
  Other.................................            1,411             0                    1,411 
Total Nonmarketable   ..................          561,161     4,477,693                5,038,853 
Total Public Debt Outstanding...........        7,811,009     4,500,341               12,311,350 
 
 
TABLE II -- STATUTORY DEBT LIMIT, DECEMBER 31, 2009 
(Millions of dollars) 
                                              Amount Outstanding 
Title                                         Debt Held       Intragovernmental         Totals 
                                            By the Public        Holdings 
Debt Subject to Limit: 17, 20 
  Public Debt Outstanding...............        7,811,009     4,500,341               12,311,350 
  Less Amounts Not Subject to Limit: 
    Other Debt Not Subject to Limit.....              489             0                      489 
    Unamortized Discount  3.............           22,293        21,649                   43,941 
    Federal Financing Bank  1 ..........                0        11,921                   11,921 
    Hope Bonds 19.......................                0           492                      492 
  Total Public Debt Subject to Limit....        7,788,227     4,466,279               12,254,506 
  Other Debt Subject to Limit: 
    Guaranteed Debt of Government Agencies  4          24             0                       24 
  Total Public Debt Subject to Limit....        7,788,251     4,466,279               12,254,530 
  Statutory Debt Limit  5.................................      ............          12,394,000 
  Balance of Statutory Debt Limit..............................  ...........             139,470 
COMPILED AND PUBLISHED BY 
THE BUREAU OF THE PUBLIC DEBT 
www.TreasuryDirect.gov 

http://www.treasurydirect.gov/govt/reports/pd/mspd/2009/opds122009.prn 
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